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CCoonntteesstteedd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  MMoobbiilliizzaattiioonnss::  PPrroodduucciinngg  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  ffoorr  SSoocciiaall  

TTrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonn  

  

BByy  GGaarryy  KKiinnssmmaann  wwiitthh  tthhee  aassssiissttaannccee  ooff  AAnnddrreeww  PPrreessttoonn  
11
  

    

““tthhee  mmoorree  rraaddiiccaall  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  iiss,,  tthhee  mmoorree  ffuullllyy  hhee  oorr  sshhee  eenntteerrss  iinnttoo  rreeaalliittyy  ssoo  tthhaatt,,  kknnoowwiinngg  iitt    

bbeetttteerr,,  hhee  oorr  sshhee  ccaann  bbeetttteerr  ttrraannssffoorrmm  iitt..””  
22
  

  

  

‘‘AAsskkiinngg  WWee  WWaallkk’’  oorr  ‘‘WWaallkkiinngg  wwee  aasskk  qquueessttiioonnss’’  ......  
 

IInn  ddiissccuussssiinngg  hhooww  ttoo  mmoovvee  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  oorrggaanniizziinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  ppoovveerrttyy,,  

hhoommeelleessssnneessss  aanndd  ffoorrcceedd  mmiiggrraattiioonn,,  II  ddrraaww  uuppoonn  aa  ssaayyiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  ZZaappaattiissttaass  wwhhiicchh  iiss  vvaarriioouussllyy  

rreennddeerreedd  aass  ‗‗aasskkiinngg  wwee  wwaallkk‘‘  oorr  ‗‗wwaallkkiinngg  wwee  aasskk  qquueessttiioonnss..‘‘  TThhee  ZZaappaattiissttaass  aarree  aa  mmoovveemmeenntt  

aaggaaiinnsstt  oopppprreessssiioonn,,  nneeoolliibbeerraalliissmm  aanndd  ccaappiittaalliissmm  bbaasseedd  aammoonngg  iinnddiiggeennoouuss  MMaayyaann  ppeeooppllee  iinn  

CChhiiaappaass,,  MMeexxiiccoo  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ddeevveellooppeedd  aa  ffuussiioonn//ssyynntthheessiiss  ooff  MMaayyaann,,  MMeexxiiccaann  rreevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy,,  

mmaarrxxiisstt  aanndd  aannaarrcchhiisstt  iinnssiigghhttss  aanndd  ttrraaddiittiioonnss..
33
    WWee  aasskk  qquueessttiioonnss  aass  wwee  wwaallkk  ttooggeetthheerr  ssiinnccee  iitt  iiss  

oonnllyy  bbyy  mmoovviinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  aaggaaiinnsstt  ppoovveerrttyy  aanndd  oopppprreessssiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  aaddddrreessss  

bbeeccoommee  cclleeaarreerr  aanndd  ppoossssiibbllee  ssoolluuttiioonnss  bbeeccoommee  vviissiibbllee..  AAsskkiinngg  tthhee  wwaayy  iinn  tthhiiss  sseennssee  iiss  aa  ccrruucciiaall  

ppaarrtt  ooff  aannyy  rraaddiiccaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroocceessss..  TThhiiss  iiss  aabboouutt  ddeevveellooppiinngg  aa  ddiiaallooggiiccaall
44
  oorr  qquueessttiioonn  aanndd  

ddiissccuussssiioonn  bbaasseedd  ffoorrmm  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  bbaasseedd  oonn  lleeaarrnniinngg  ffrroomm  ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  nnoott  aa  mmoonnoollooggiiccaall  rreellaattiioonn  

wwiitthh  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchheerrss  aass  tthhee  ‗‗eexxppeerrttss‘‘  tteelllliinngg  ppeeooppllee  wwhhaatt  iitt  iiss  tthheeyy  aarree  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  kknnooww..
55
  TThhiiss  iiss  

aallssoo  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ffrroomm  AAnnttoonniioo  GGrraammssccii  tthhaatt  eevveerryyoonnee  iiss  aallrreeaaddyy  aa  rreesseeaarrcchheerr  aanndd  

tthheeoorriisstt  iinn  tthheeiirr  eevveerryyddaayy  wwoorrllddss  aanndd  tthhee  ttaasskk  ooff  ccrriittiiccaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  tthheeoorryy  iiss  ttoo  aassssiisstt  iinn  

ddeevveellooppiinngg  tthheessee  ccaappaacciittiieess  mmoorree  ccrriittiiccaallllyy  aanndd  ssyysstteemmaattiiccaallllyy..
66
    

  

Community Based Participatory Action Research (CBPAR) and Decolonizing 

Methodologies 

 

TThhiiss  ppaappeerr  iiss  rrooootteedd  iinn  ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonnss  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeegguunn  iinn  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroojjeecctt  oonn  PPoovveerrttyy..  

HHoommeelleessssnneessss,,  aanndd  MMiiggrraattiioonn  oonn  CCBBPPAARR  aanndd  ddeeccoolloonniizziinngg  mmeetthhooddoollooggiieess  aanndd  wwhhaatt  tthhiiss  mmeeaannss..  

IInn  oouurr  pprrooppoossaall  ttoo  CCUURRAA  ((CCoommmmuunniittyy  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  RReesseeaarrcchh  AAlllliiaanncceess))  wwee  wwrroottee  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  

rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroojjeecctt  iiss  ――gguuiiddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  ccoommmmuunniittyy  bbaasseedd  PPAARR  [[ppaarrttiicciippaattoorryy  aaccttiioonn  

rreesseeaarrcchh]],,  ffeemmiinniisstt  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  ddeeccoolloonniizziinngg  mmeetthhooddoollooggiieess..‖‖
77
    BBuutt  wwhhaatt  eexxaaccttllyy  wwee  mmeeaann  bbyy  

tthhiiss  iiss  nnoott  aallwwaayyss  cclleeaarr  aanndd  rreeqquuiirreess  ffuurrtthheerr  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ssoo  tthhaatt  iitt  bbeeccoommeess  mmoorree  ddeeeeppllyy  rrooootteedd  iinn  

oouurr  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  aaccttiivviisstt  pprraaccttiiccee..  TThhiiss  iiss  wwhhaatt  II  aaddddrreessss  iinn  tthhiiss  eexxpplloorraattiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  qquueessttiioonnss..    

  

SSoommee  kkeeyy  ffeeaattuurreess  ooff  CCBBPPAARR  ((CCoommmmuunniittyy  BBaasseedd  PPaarrttiicciippaattoorryy  AAccttiioonn  RReesseeaarrcchh  iiss  uusseedd  hheerree  bbuutt  

aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  nnaammeess  aarree  uusseedd  iinn  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccoonntteexxttss  iinncclluuddiinngg  ffeemmiinniisstt  aaccttiioonn  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  aaccttiioonn  rreesseeaarrcchh))  aatt  iittss  bbeesstt  aarree  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  ssoocciiaall  iinnqquuiirryy//rreesseeaarrcchh  aapppprrooaacchh  iiss  aa  ffoorrmm  ooff  

ccrriittiiccaall  aanndd  rraaddiiccaall  ppeeddaaggooggyy  iinnssppiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  PPaauulloo  FFrreeiirree  ((wwhhoo  II  ccoommee  bbaacckk  ttoo  llaatteerr  oonn  

iinn  tthhiiss  ppaappeerr));;  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  aa  mmoovveemmeenntt  ffrroomm  ssoocciiaall  ppaassssiivviittyy  ttoo  aann  eennggaaggeedd  ssoocciiaall  lliitteerraaccyy  tthhaatt  hhaass  

rroooottss  iinn  ffeemmiinniissmm  aanndd  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccss  ooff  ddeeccoolloonniizzaattiioonn;;  tthhaatt  iitt  eennttaaiillss  aa  ttwwoo  wwaayy  ddiiaalloogguuee  bbeettwweeeenn  

sscchhoollaarrss  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aaccttiivviissttss  ccrreeaattiinngg  aawwaarreenneessss  aanndd  ccaappaacciittiieess  aammoonngg  oopppprreesssseedd  ggrroouuppss  aass  

ttoo  hhooww  tthheeyy  ccaann  lliibbeerraattee  tthheemmsseellvveess
88
;;  aanndd  tthhaatt  iitt  oofftteenn  iinncclluuddeess  ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss  rraaiissiinngg  aanndd  

eemmppoowweerrmmeenntt..
99
  IItt  iinnvvoollvveess  tthhee  ffuullll  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  ooff  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aaccttiivviissttss  aanndd  oorrggaanniizzeerrss,,  aa  

ddiiaallooggiiccaall  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  pprroocceessss  aanndd  mmeeaannss  ooff  ttaakkiinngg  aaccttiioonn  ffoorr  cchhaannggee,,  tthhee  ddeemmooccrraattiizziinngg  ooff  
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kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  tthhee  eerroossiioonn  ooff  bboouunnddaarriieess  bbeettwweeeenn  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  aaccttiioonn,,  aanndd  rreesseeaarrcchheerrss  aanndd  

aaccttoorrss..
1100

    CCBBPPAARR  ccaann  iinncclluuddee  ggrraassss--rroooottss  aaccttiivviissttss  bbeeiinngg  ddiirreeccttllyy  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  aallll  pphhaasseess  ooff  tthhee  

rreesseeaarrcchh  ffrroomm  ddeevveellooppiinngg  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonnss  ttoo  eellaabboorraattiinngg  mmeetthhooddss,,  ffrroomm  ccoonndduuccttiinngg  aanndd  

ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg  iinn  iinntteerrvviieewwss  ttoo  vvaalliiddaattiinngg  ffiinnddiinnggss,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  ddiisssseemmiinnaattiinngg  ffiinnddiinnggss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  

aaccaaddeemmiicc  mmiilliieeuu  ttoo  ccrreeaattiinngg  ttoooollss  ffoorr  cchhaannggee..    

  

BBuutt  ppaarrttiicciippaattoorryy  aaccttiioonn  rreesseeaarrcchh  ccaann  aallssoo  hhaavvee  aa  mmoorree  mmiixxeedd  aanndd  ttrroouubblleedd  hheerriittaaggee  ssiinnccee  iitt  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  aanndd  ccaann  bbee  aaccccoommmmooddaatteedd  ttoo  ssoocciiaall  rreegguullaattiioonn,,  aanndd  ffoorrmmss  ooff  oopppprreessssiioonn  aanndd  rruulliinngg  rreellaattiioonnss  

tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  uussee  ooff  tthhee  tteecchhnniiqquueess  ooff  ffooccuuss  ggrroouuppss,,  aanndd  pprroocceesssseess  ooff  ccoonnssuullttaattiioonn  aanndd  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  

ffoorr  mmaaiinnssttrreeaamm  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppaarrttiieess,,  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaarrkkeettiinngg  ooff  ccoonnssuummeerr  ccoommmmooddiittiieess,,  aanndd  ffoorr  ccoorrppoorraattee  

ppuubblliicc  rreellaattiioonnss..
1111

  TThhiiss  ttrreenndd  wwiitthhiinn  ssoommee  ppaarrttiicciippaattoorryy  rreesseeaarrcchh  mmoovveess  iitt  iinn  tthhee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ooff  

pprroodduucciinngg  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ffrroomm  aabboovvee  ffoorr  rruulliinngg  aanndd  mmaannaaggiinngg  ppeeooppllee‘‘ss  lliivveess..  TThhiiss  ccaann  bbee  ffuurrtthheerr  

rreeiinnffoorrcceedd  iiff  tthhiiss  iiss  ttiieedd  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  ffoorrmmss  ooff  ccoommmmuunniittyy  kknnoowwlleeddggee  mmoobbiilliizzaattiioonn  ffrroomm  aabboovvee  

tthhaatt  II  ddiissccuussss  llaatteerr..    

  

GGiivveenn  tthhee  ssppeecciiffiicc  eennggaaggeemmeenntt  ooff  tthhiiss  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroojjeecctt  wwiitthh  iinnddiiggeennoouuss  ppeeoopplleess  aanndd  tthheeiirr  

ccoonncceerrnnss  aanndd  ssttrruugggglleess  wwiitthh  ppoovveerrttyy,,  hhoommeelleessssnneessss  aanndd  ffoorrcceedd  mmiiggrraattiioonn,,  wwee    aallssoo  nneeeedd  ttoo  llooookk  aatt  

ddeeccoolloonniizziinngg  mmeetthhooddoollooggiieess  aanndd  wwhhaatt  tthhiiss  mmeeaannss  ffoorr  uuss..
1122

    IInn  mmyy  vviieeww  tthhiiss  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  nneeeeddss  

ttoo  bbee  ddeeeeppeenneedd  aanndd  eexxtteennddeedd..  IInn  rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  ddeeccoolloonniizziinngg  mmeetthhddoolloollooggiieess  II  

ssiittuuaattee  mmyysseellff  aass  aa  wwhhiittee  sseettttlleerr  iinn  tthhee  ccoonntteexxtt  ooff  tthhee  rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  ssoocciiaall//hhiissttoorriiccaall  ppoowweerr  ooff  

ccoolloonniizzaattiioonn  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ccoonntteexxtt  ooff  tthhee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  nnaattiioonn  ttoo  nnaattiioonn  rreellaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  iinnddiiggeennoouuss  ppeeoopplleess  

bbaasseedd  oonn  rreessppeecctt  aanndd  rreeccooggnniittiioonn  ooff  iinnddiiggeennoouuss  ssoocciiaall,,  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  hhiissttoorriiccaall  rriigghhttss..
1133

  TThhiiss  

rreeqquuiirreess  ddeevveellooppiinngg  aa  ppoolliittiiccss  ooff  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  tthhaatt  mmoovveess  ffaarr  bbeeyyoonndd  qquueessttiioonnss  ooff  ccuullttuurraall  

sseennssiittiivviittyy  ttoo  eennggaaggee  wwiitthh  ffiigghhttiinngg  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  pprraaccttiicceess  ooff  ccoolloonniiaalliissmm  iinn  oouurr  oowwnn  lliivveess  aanndd  

rreesseeaarrcchh  pprraaccttiicceess..  FFoorr  mmee  tthhiiss  eennttaaiillss  cchhaalllleennggiinngg  tthheessee  pprraaccttiicceess  aanndd  mmyy  eennggaaggeemmeenntt  wwiitthh  tthheemm  

ffrroomm  mmyy  oowwnn  llooccaattiioonn  wwiitthhiinn  tthheessee  rruulliinngg  rreellaattiioonnss  ----  aanndd  eemmbbaarrkkiinngg  oonn  aa  jjoouurrnneeyy  ooff  aatttteemmppttiinngg  

ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aann  aallllyy  ffoorr  iinnddiiggeennoouuss  ssttrruugggglleess..  TThhiiss  iinnvvoollvveess  lleeaarrnniinngg  ffrroomm  aanndd  bbeeiinngg  ttrraannssffoorrmmeedd  

bbyy  iinnddiiggeennoouuss  ppeeoopplleess  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ssttrruugggglleess..
1144

  FFoorr  mmee  tthhiiss  lleeaarrnniinngg  iiss  ssttiillll  iinn  pprrooggrreessss..  TThhiiss  rreeqquuiirreess  

aa  ccoonnssiissttaanntt  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  cchhaalllleennggee  sseettttlleerr  aassssuummppttiioonnss  aanndd  aaccttiinngg  ttoo  ttrryy  ttoo  ggeett  sseettttlleerr  ssoocciieettiieess  ttoo  

ccrriittiiqquuee  aanndd  ttrraannsscceenndd  ccoolloonniiaalliissmm,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  iinn  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprraaccttiicceess..  AAss  TTaaiiaaiiaakkee  AAllffrreedd  ppuuttss  iitt  ––    

  

iiff  wwee  aarree  ttoo  mmoovvee  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  cchhaarriittaabbllee  rraacciissmm  ooff  ccuurrrreenntt  ppoolliicciieess  oorr  ppaatteerrnnaalliisstt  

pprrooggrreessssiivviissmm  ooff  lliibbeerraall  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  mmooddeellss,,  jjuussttiiccee  mmuusstt  bbeeccoommee  aa  dduuttyy  ooff,,  aanndd  nnoott  aa  ggiifftt  

ffrroomm,,  tthhee  SSeettttlleerr..  AAnndd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ttoo  hhaappppeenn,,  SSeettttlleerr  ssoocciieettyy  mmuusstt  bbee  ffoorrcceedd  iinnttoo  aa  rreecckkoonniinngg  

wwiitthh  iittss  ppaasstt,,  iittss  pprreesseenntt,,  iittss  ffuuttuurree  aanndd  iittsseellff..  WWhhiittee  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  aarree  nnoott  yyeett  ddeeccoolloonniizzeedd  

mmuusstt  ccoommee  ttoo  aaddmmiitt  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  aanndd  aarree  wwrroonngg..  TThheeyy  mmuusstt  aaddmmiitt  tthhaatt……  [[iinnddiiggeennoouuss  

ppeeoopplleess]]  hhaavvee  rriigghhttss  tthhaatt  aarree  ccoolllleeccttiivvee  aanndd  iinnhheerreenntt  ttoo  tthheeiirr  iinnddiiggeenneeiittyy  aanndd  tthhaatt  aarree  

aauuttoonnoommoouuss  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSeettttlleerr  ssoocciieettyy  ––  rriigghhttss  ttoo  llaanndd,,  ttoo  ccuullttuurree,,  aanndd  ttoo  ccoommmmuunniittyy..
1155

  
 

TThheessee  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  CCBBPPAARR  aanndd  ddeeccoolloonniizziinngg  mmeetthhooddoollooggiieess  aallssoo  ooccccuurr  iinn  tthhee  ccoonntteexxtt  

ooff  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  rreevviivvaall  ooff  bbrrooaaddeerr  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  ooff  aaccttiivviisstt  aanndd  mmiilliittaanntt  ffoorrmmss  ooff  ccrriittiiccaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  iinn  

ssoocciiaall  mmoovveemmeennttss  aanndd  rraaddiiccaall  ccoommmmuunniittyy  oorrggaanniizziinngg  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  tthheerree  iiss  aallssoo  aa  lloott  ttoo  lleeaarrnn..
1166

    

      

Troubling Community?  

 
Central terms for SSHRC (the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, the major 

funding body for social science and humanities research with in the Canadian state) and CURA, 
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are community and especially ‗community knowledge mobilization.‘ But first we need to ask a 

critical question about what community is. In my view we need to trouble community and not 

simply take it for granted.  

 

Clearly notions of community and community-based research and politics can be very useful. 

They provide a way of locating people in specific communities, providing an important way for 

naming people‘s experiences of social difference and social exclusion, and this can be an 

important basis for social research and mobilization. Making research accountable to and defined 

by community activists/organizers is crucial. But at the same time certain uses of community can 

also make it ahistorical, asocial, and essentialized. As Himani Bannerji points out, in her work on 

the silencing around violence against women in communities of colour, community is not a 

natural object but a social and historical creation.   
 

we cannot begin by taking the concept of ―community‖ for granted. We need to remember 

that it is a political and cultural-ideological formation reliant upon social relations which 

are the base of social life, and not a spontaneous or natural association of people. This 

constructed and contingent nature of the concept of community is important to keep in 

mind, since it is becoming increasingly common in social sciences to treat this concept …  

as a natural, almost an instinctive, form of social and cultural association… But if instead 

of naturalizing ―community,‖ we see it as a formation, an ideological, that is, cultural and 

political practice, it becomes possible for us to develop a critique of the social 

organization, social relations, and moral regulations which go into the making of it … We 

can say, therefore, that there is nothing natural about communities. In fact they are 

contested grounds of socio-cultural definitions and political agencies. 
17

 

  

Concepts of community can operate to conceal class, gendered, racialized, sexualized and other 

social differences and struggles within these communities. These can be hidden behind the 

appearance of the unitary character of ‗community.‘ This deployment of community can also be 

associated with an ahistorical construction of identity abstracted away from the social and 

historical relations it is produced within.
18

 ‗Community‘ can be used in a geographical sense (as 

in the community in a specific city) to group together social service agencies/the anti-poverty 

industry and people living in poverty who have very different interests and relations to social 

power where social agencies make and implement decisions that can hurt people living in 

poverty and homeless people. Settlers and indigenous peoples can be grouped together in cities 

as part of the same ‗community‘ and this construction of ‗community‘ can also lead to viewing 

band councils as the representatives of the ‗community‘ in indigenous communities where there 

may be other forms of organizing and leadership.  

  

How does SSHRC refer to community? In CURA texts they seem to divide ―'community 

organizations‖ into two basic groups: institutions, including government departments and 

paragovernmental agencies; and Non-Governmental Organizations, or NGOs, consisting of 

not-for-profit and community-based agencies. About two-thirds of all community 

organizations reportedly involved with CURAs as partners are NGOs while about one-third 

are institutions.
19

  On the CURA webpage community refers -- "to either a geographic 

focus or an issue/interest focus.‖ (para. 1 of the Applicants subsection of the Eligibility 

section).
20
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In this use of community organization SSHRC conflates together state agencies with more 

community-based agencies and at times they define community in a ‗geographic‘ sense.  As 

mentioned above these groups can have very different and often conflicting social interests. It is 

also not clear whether much more activist organizations are included as part of this notion of 

community for SSHRC or not. They are certainly not explicitly mentioned among the 

community organizations alliances are to be constructed with.  

 

Community is also often separated from class and other social relations, and class and other 

social struggles. As George Smith pointed out -- ―the ―community‖ that is systematically left out 

of these arrangements is working class people as such..‖
21

 People living in poverty are part of the 

working class in a broad sense
22

 but this is lost in most academic and social service agency work 

on poverty which tries to address poverty as if it can be separated or violently abstracted away 

from class relations and struggles in the context of capitalist social relations. Instead we need to 

see poverty as always being mediated, or mutually constructed, through class relations and 

struggles, as well as colonizing, racializing, gender and other relations.
23

  In this regard the 

suggestive formulation of ―intentional colonial poverty‖ in relation to indigenous peoples allows 

us to begin to see how poverty, colonization, racialization and state relations are constructed in 

and through each other.
24

  

 

George Smith also writes in his work on the social organization of the policing of sex between 

men on ‗community‘ as a form of management/regulation. He uses the term ―regime‖ to refer to 

political/administrative institutions within ruling relations.  

 

Regimes legitimate cadres of local leaders as ‗representatives‘ of various local 

community organizations. In this process, community groups often end up functioning as 

the local extension of the management system of government, at least to the extent that 

government makes them party to its policies and funds their activities. The concept of 

―community‖ should not be understood as a geographical area … Rather, it operates as a 

conceptual device used to coordinate political relations among local groups and between 

these groups and a regime… …
25

   

  

Coming at it from the rather different direction of Foucauldian (people inspired by the work of 

Michel Foucault) work on contemporary forms of neoliberal governance Nikolas Rose writes 

that ―community is actually instituted in its contemporary form as a sector for government.‖
26

 

Communities have become ―zones to be investigated, mapped, classified, documented, 

interpreted, their vectors explained…‖
27

 The broader context of this as Nikolas Rose and Peter 

Miller have pointed out in the context of neoliberalism is the cutting back of direct forms of state 

funding and the forms of social surveillance of community groups associated with them.
28

 Even 

the Durkheimian sense of social solidarity that can be established through social programs 

linking people together is undermined in neoliberal capitalism.
29

 In this context ―community‖ 

can get mobilized in relation to neoliberalism and the attacks on the ‗welfare-state‘ as a new 

form of social surveillance, regulation and governance. In this context research and research 

funding can become a form of governance and this is important to think through in relation to 

SSHRC and CURA.  
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What is Community Knowledge Mobilization? Whose Community Knowledge 

Mobilization?   
 

Given the contested character of community what then is community knowledge mobilization? 

As feminist sociologist Dorothy E. Smith reminds us in her work on the importance of social 

standpoint as a starting place for critical social analysis a crucial question we need to ask is from 

whose social standpoint is community knowledge being mobilized and which community or 

communities are having their knowledge mobilized and for what ends?
30

  I would suggest that 

despite the contradictory and shifting language that is used in various SSHRC/CURA documents 

that this community knowledge mobilization is a mobilization of community knowledge from 

above – appropriating community-based knowledge for ruling and managing people‘s lives. In 

contrast community knowledge from below is defined and oriented around the needs and 

concerns of community activists and social movements for social transformation – it is 

knowledge for liberation and social justice. Notions of from ‗above‘ and from ‗below‘ are 

always imperfect but they do give us a clearer sense of the direction of these social 

mobilizations.
31

 

 

The Community-University Research Alliances (CURA) program was launched by SSHRC in 

1999. As the Council states on the CURA Web page, ―Alliances between community 

organizations and postsecondary institutions will foster new knowledge, tools, and methods to 

develop the best strategies for diverse aspects of intervention, action research, program delivery 

and policy development that will be appropriate for our rapidly changing times.‖
32

 SSHRC in 

describing the CURA program suggests that the social challenges facing Canada can be ―best 

addressed by postsecondary institutions working closely with groups that represent particular 

communities of interest‖
33

 Given this it is not hard to see how CURA can be seen as an extension 

of, or sector of, government/state relations.  

 

The CURA program is based on the assumption that useful knowledge (useful knowledge for 

whom?), that is knowledge that they define as able to respond to social, economic and political 

challenges, is premised on ―stronger alliances between community organizations and 

postsecondary institutions.‖
34

 Mobilizing university researchers and community organizations 

together is seen as a solution to some of the challenges faced within neo-liberal globalized 

capitalism which is what seems to be referenced by ―our rapidly changing times‖ 

 

In this regard SSHRC's Community-University Research Alliances webpage
35

 provides a 

rather sanitized account of problems we now face as part of the neoliberal/globalization 

project: 

 

As globalization, the communications revolution and other forces continue to reshape 

the world, our communities are presented with an increasingly complex mix of 

opportunities and challenges with multiple social, economic and cultural dimensions. 

The phenomena transforming the lives of individuals and communities alike include 

changing patterns of employment and demands for skills in a knowledge-based 

economy, poverty and homelessness, an increasingly diverse social fabric, 

transformations in family life, changing values, young people entering the workforce, 

new constraints on organizations and public services, both urbanization and 
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depopulation of rural areas and new rules of business competitiveness. (para. 1 of 

Context section)
36

 

 

Community organizations are seen in this perspective as possessing valuable information about 

substantive issues which needs to be accessed while university based researchers are seen as 

having the skills and capacities to produce ‗valid‘ and ‗legitimate‘ knowledge. This is the context 

in which community knowledge mobilization gets deployed in SSHRC and CURA documents. 

In surveying a range of these documents
37

 the use of knowledge mobilization ranges from the 

narrow sense of dissemination of research results beyond the academic world to notions of 

community knowledge mobilization through a broader sense of community/university alliances 

that will have an impact on knowledge and social policy formation. Most often it is used to 

describe a flow of knowledge among multiple agents leading to an intellectual, social and/or 

economic impact.
38

 In this sense it is unlike the unidirectional ―producer-consumer‖ implications 

of concepts such as knowledge and technology transfer.
39

 In some of their texts SSHRC refers to 

communities as 'knowledge users' involved in a process of the 'co-creation' of knowledge. These 

are concepts with earlier roots that are also now used in business literature articulated with neo-

liberalism, including the use of ‗knowledge users,‘ and 'co-opting competence' which gets 

developed into 'co-creation'.
40

 

 

This version of community knowledge mobilization is aimed at producing research that meets 

the accepted standards of ‗excellence‘ and ‗scientific‘ productivity in the academic world while 

responding to ‗community‘ concerns and needs. The polarities to be avoided are too much 

dedication and commitment to grass roots community and especially activist concerns on the one 

hand and being bound up too much within the building of academic careers and disciplinary 

relations in the university world on the other.
41

  

 

The SSHRC Northern Communities webpage
42

 makes visible the intended beneficiaries of 

knowledge mobilization: 

 

SSHRC actively supports networking, disseminating, exchanging and co-creating 

knowledge to meet the needs of Canadian society. The aim is to ensure that people 

who stand to benefit from research results— policy-makers, business leaders, 

community groups, educators and the media, as well as academics in various fields— 

have the knowledge they need, when they need it, in useful forms. (para. 2 of 

Context section)
43

 
 

It is important to note that here and elsewhere policy makers are listed first and that business 

leaders are prominently mentioned. There is also the use of a unitary ―Canadian society‖ that 

hides from our view that this is a class, racially and gender divided society. The implication is 

that this community knowledge mobilization is often directed at producing knowledge for state, 

business and professional groups. This is what I describe as community knowledge mobilization 

from above. It is therefore not intended to produce knowledge that will allow community 

activists to facilitate the mobilization and organizing of people for progressive social 

transformation.  
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The SSHRC Northern Communities special call is also directly articulated with the federal 

government‘s northern vision and strategy whose priority areas include sovereignty and 

governance as well as social and economic development and environmental protection.
44

 

In this regard we see how SSHRC and CURA are bound up with strategies of Canadian state 

formation.
45

   
 

Community knowledge mobilization can, from this perspective, be seen as new ways of 

accessing and appropriating community based knowledge for state and academic relations. It can 

be seen as the extension of neoliberal governance to community-based groups through these 

university partnerships. This form of research regulation is less clearly state-defined and less 

visible than direct state regulation and it seems to be at a greater distance from state relations 

than earlier more direct forms of state funding and regulation. It can therefore be easier for 

hegemonic relations
46

 to be maintained since it is hard not to be in support of ‗research,‘ and 

‗community-based research‘ especially. This appears to be kind of ‗neutral‘ knowledge that state 

agencies can then use from an apparent distance and their regulation of the production of this 

knowledge is hidden through academic and SSHRC funding and accountability arrangements.   

 

The objective seems to be to produce new forms of ‗relevant‘ and ‗credible‘ interdisciplinary 

knowledge based on developing new forms of relationships between community groups and 

university researchers in which community groups get governed through academic and 

professional relations mediated through SSRHC regulations. While university researchers 

expertise and the power/knowledge relations
47

 in which this expertise is embedded has been 

undermined from below by activists in social movements this ‗expertise‘ has also been 

challenged from above for no longer producing the knowledge that is needed within ruling 

relations. At times CURA can even appear to be a certain form of response to demands for the 

democratizing of expertise. But central planks of this community knowledge from above are 

collaborative  linkages between community-based groups and the academic expertise (yes still 

expertise!) of university researches. It is these university based power/knowledge relations that 

CURA partially modifies but also actively builds upon and reinforces.  

 

In this context the reformulation of regulation takes the form of community knowledge 

mobilization as a form of governance. Regulation of community organizing and research takes 

place through connections with academic institutional relations which are subordinated to forms 

of state research regulation. Community knowledge mobilization from above relies quite 

centrally on the power/knowledge relations and expertise of academic researchers. This 

privileging of academic forms of research expertise can even be seen in the application forms 

where ―Research Contributions‖ seems to refer to published forms of research, including 

especially in academic locations. This operates to alienate many community activists and 

organizers from these forms that are constructed in an academic, professional, and bureaucratic 

fashion.   

 

CURA and the production of ‗useful knowledge‘ demands a ‗reform of academia‘ and the 

different cultures between communities and universities. Technical measures to accomplish this 

include establishing ―community advisory boards‖ for these research projects. This incorporates 

community groups with diverse characteristics into a new set of relations with academic 

researchers and institutions governed by the policies and regulations of SSHRC.  
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This is perhaps most clearly seen in relation to questions of who the research project is 

accountable to. It is far more accountable (especially in the neoliberal sense) to SSHRC than to 

community-based activists. We begin to see how ‗collaboration‘ becomes a form of governance. 

This is not a neutral production of knowledge but can be seen as a way of activating and 

engaging academic expertise through community.  

 

Regarding interdisciplinarity there was the generation of an interdisciplinarity ‗from below‘ that 

emerged in the 1960s and 1970s out of the confrontations between social movements and the 

social exclusions they encountered within disciplinary knowledges. This saw the feminist 

movement create the basis for Women‘s Studies, indigenous organizing create the basis for 

Native Studies, union activism leading to Labour Studies,  and queer movements leading to the 

emergence of Lesbian and Gay Studies. There is now also an interdisciplinarity ‗from above‘ 

which often views the existing disciplines, especially in the social sciences and humanities, as 

impediments to the knowledge that neo-liberal and globalized capitalism requires, and even at 

times as sources for resistance to neo-liberal capitalism. Notions of the need for social solidarity 

in sociology and social work can be seen as obstacles to the progress of neoliberal forms of 

knowledge and policy. Disciplines based historically on the emergence and production of the 

social are not that useful for ruling relations when central to their neoliberal project is weakening 

and hacking apart fundamental aspects of ‗the social,‘ From above this perspective argues that 

new interdisciplinary forms of knowledge are required since the disciplines are no longer always 

producing useful knowledge for ruling relations.
48

 SSHRC and CURA are articulated to this 

‗from above‘ view of interdisciplinarity. In contrast developing community knowledge 

mobilization from below draws upon interdisciplinarity from below and how this emerged out of 

confrontations between academic power/knowledge relations and social movements.  

  

How to pursue community knowledge mobilization from below?  

 

Given that SSHRC/CURA regulations lead in the direction of community knowledge 

mobilization from above this poses major dilemmas for those of us wishing to pursue the 

development of community knowledge mobilization from below through engaging with and 

learning from social movement and community activists and developing a praxis from below. 

How can we access funds for needed forms of community-based research while at the same time 

avoiding getting captured within these regulatory strategies from above?
49

 How can we navigate 

and negotiate these sets of relations and shift them in a from below direction?  

 

Here I suggest some preliminary ways of beginning to work through these questions. One way to 

clarify this is through a return to and an exploration of the previously mentioned work of Paul 

Freire. In the uses of Freire‘s work there is an integral relation to community-based action 

research and to decolonizing methodologies. This also begins to clarify what community 

knowledge mobilization from below is all about. 

 
LLeeaarrnniinngg  AAggaaiinn  ffrroomm  PPaauulloo  FFrreeiirree::  NNoott  tthhee  BBaannkkiinngg  MMeetthhoodd  bbuutt  AAccttiivvee  PPrroodduucceerr’’ss  

KKnnoowwlleeddggee..  

  

Paulo Freire was a Brazilian literacy and popular educator who played a major role in developing 

critical pedagogy and popular education which has a major impact on CBAR. His most 
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important contribution is Pedagogy of the Oppressed.
50

  He realized through teaching formal 

literacy to peasants that the banking method based on memorization and regurgitation which is 

still the hegemonic pedagogical strategy did not work. This pedagogical method did not relate to 

their lives and worlds. For Freire the best way to grasp learning, knowledge formation and by 

extension research is not as a banking system (numbers or words to be collected in order to be 

memorized and regurgitated back to the teacher or person in authority) but an active process of 

thinking, reflecting and producing knowledge that challenges oppression and relates to people‘s 

social experiences. He found that successful literacy programs were rooted in producing 

knowledge for oppressed people themselves based on their own naming of their worlds and 

beginning to transform their worlds. This was making knowledge that was simultaneously about 

understanding, analyzing and transforming the world. This linked together theory and practice in 

an intimate fashion. Naming the world in this sense is an active relation to the social world and 

can also be seen as an important form of research and knowledge creation. This was also 

developing greater social and cultural literacy and rather than social passivity, greater social 

activity and activism. This is what community knowledge mobilization from below is all about. 

Knowledge is produced in order to both understand and to transform the world.   

 

This perspective also crucially shapes how we do research and produce knowledge. Following 

this perspective we need to alter the relations of standard research and knowledge production that 

are based on hierarchical relations and academic power/knowledge relations, the banking method 

and from above methods. Research methods must instead be based on producing knowledge 

from below through an active producer‘s form of knowledge. Research strategies must also be 

proposed by activists and organizers in movements and communities, according to their own 

needs and knowledge base. Building relationships is emphasized in this critical way of thinking 

in similar ways to how relationship building is prioritized in decolonizing methodologies.   

  

TTrraannssffoorrmmiinngg  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  

  

RReesseeaarrcchh  iiss  aallwwaayyss  iittsseellff  aa  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  bbeettwweeeenn  ppeeooppllee  ----  rreesseeaarrcchh  rreellaattiioonnss  aarree  ssoocciiaall  

rreellaattiioonnss..  IInn  mmyy  vviieeww  ccrriittiiccaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  iiss  aallwwaayyss  aabboouutt  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg,,  bbuuiillddiinngg,,  mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg  aanndd  

eexxppaannddiinngg  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss..  BBuutt  tthheerree  aarree  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  vveerryy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  

aanndd  tthhee  hheeggeemmoonniicc  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonn  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroodduucceess  rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  hhiieerraarrcchhyy  aanndd  

ddiisseemmppoowweerrmmeenntt  ffoorr  oopppprreesssseedd  ppeeoopplleess..  IInn  ddooiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy  kknnoowwlleeddggee  mmoobbiilliizzaattiioonn  ffrroomm  

bbeellooww  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ttrraannssffoorrmm  tthhee  ssttaannddaarrdd//mmaaiinnssttrreeaamm  rreesseeaarrcchh  rreellaattiioonn  iinn  wwhhiicchh  kknnoowwlleeddggee  iiss  

pprroodduucceedd  ffrroomm  aabboovvee  bbyy  eexxppeerrttss  aanndd  pprrooffeessssiioonnaallss  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ggeett  ccoonnssttrruucctteedd  aass  

ppaassssiivvee  ‗‗rreesseeaarrcchh  ffooddddeerr‘‘    oorr  aass  ‗‗rreesseeaarrcchh  oobbjjeeccttss..‘‘  TThheessee  hheeggeemmoonniicc  ffoorrmmss  ooff  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonnss  

ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  aarree  ttiieedd  iinnttoo  ddoommiinnaanntt  ffoorrmmss  ooff  kknnoowwlleeddggee  pprroodduuccttiioonn..  DDoommiinnaanntt  kknnoowwlleeddggee  iiss  ffoorr  

tthhoossee  wwiitthh  ssoocciiaall  ppoowweerr  aanndd  pprriivviilleeggee  ––  tthhoossee  wwhhoossee  pprraaccttiicceess  pprroodduuccee  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  

ppoovveerrttyy,,  rraacciissmm,,  ccllaassss  eexxppllooiittaattiioonn,,  ffoorrcceedd  mmiiggrraattiioonn,,  aanndd  hhoommeelleessssnneessss..  CCoommmmuunniittyy  kknnoowwlleeddggee  

mmoobbiilliizzaattiioonn  ffrroomm  aabboovvee  iiss  oonnllyy  aa  ppaarrttiiaall  aanndd  lliimmiitteedd  mmooddiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  rreellaattiioonnss  wwhhiicchh  hhoollddss  

tthheessee  bbaassiicc  hheeggeemmoonniicc  rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  kknnoowwlleeddggee  pprroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  rreesseeaarrcchh  iinn  ppllaaccee..  IIff  wwee  aarree  

iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  cchhaalllleennggiinngg  tthheessee  rreellaattiioonnss  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  vveerryy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  

rreesseeaarrcchh  ddeeffiinneedd  bbyy  ffaacciilliittaattiinngg  aann  aaccttiivvee  pprroodduucceerr‘‘ss  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  mmuucchh  mmoorree  ppaarrttiicciippaattoorryy  aanndd  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  mmoovveemmeenntt  bbaasseedd  aapppprrooaacchheess  tthhaatt  aallllooww  ggrraassss  rroooottss  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  tthhee  aaccttiivvee  

ssuubbjjeeccttss  ddeeffiinniinngg  tthhiiss  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  kknnoowwlleeddggee  pprroodduuccttiioonn..    
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For those of us who are university-based researchers this poses major questions and challenges. 

These hegemonic relations of research and knowledge production shape how university based 

research has most often been done and this is reinforced through funding regulations and even 

though Research Ethics Boards.
51

 And we need to remember that universities were historically 

set up to produce knowledge for ruling relations in this society and to train people for specific 

positions and for labouring within capitalist and oppressive social relations.
52

 Even the relative 

autonomy of the limited spaces for critical research and knowledge in the universities are now 

being narrowed through neoliberal practices of governance. University based research is all too 

often about appropriating community based knowledge and basing research on the idea that 

people are tools or objects of research. CURA modifies this but also extends this in developing 

community knowledge mobilization and interdisciplinarity from above.  

  

IInn  hheeggeemmoonniicc  ssoocciiaall  rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  tthhiiss  hhaass  oofftteenn  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  aaccaaddeemmiicc  aapppprroopprriiaattiioonn  ooff  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  wwiissddoomm  aanndd  tthhee  ttrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  ppeeooppllee  iinnttoo  tthhee  oobbjjeeccttss  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh..  

TThhiiss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  cceennttrraall  ttoo  tthhee  ccoolloonniizziinngg,,  rraacciiaalliizziinngg,,  ggeennddeerreedd  aanndd  ccllaassss  pprroojjeeccttss  ooff  uunniivveerrssiittyy  

rreesseeaarrcchh..  SSoommee  ggrroouuppss  ooff  ppeeooppllee  ccaann  ccoommee  ttoo  qquuiittee  uunnddeerrssttaannddiibbllyy  ffeeeell  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

ssttuuddiieedd  ttoo  ddeeaatthh  aanndd  tthhaatt  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroojjeeccttss  tthheeyy  

hhaavvee  ggoott  nnootthhiinngg  oouutt  ooff  iitt  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  rreesseeaarrcchh  hhaass  iinnsstteeaadd  bbeeeenn  uusseedd  ffoorr  bbuuiillddiinngg  aaccaaddeemmiicc  

ccaarreeeerrss  aanndd  ttoo  aassssiisstt  ssttaattee  aanndd  bbuurreeaauuccrraattiicc  aaggeenncciieess..    

  

OOnnee  aarreeaa  tthhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  hhiigghhllyy  rreesseeaarrcchheedd  iinn  rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  ppoovveerrttyy  aanndd  hhoommeelleessssnneessss  iiss  tthhee  

DDoowwnnttoowwnn  EEaasstt  SSiiddee  iinn  VVaannccoouuvveerr..
5533

  HHeerree  aanndd  eellsseewwhheerree  tthheerree  aarree  mmaannyy  ssttuuddiieess  ooff  

hhoommeelleessssnneessss  tthhaatt  uussee  vvaarriioouuss  tteecchhnniiqquueess  ttoo  ccoouunntt  tthhee  hhoommeelleessss..  TThheessee  ssttuuddiieess  bbaassiiccaallllyy  ttaakkee  tthhee  

hhoommeelleessss  aass  tthheeiirr  oobbjjeecctt..  TThheeyy  ccaann  bbee  uusseeffuull  iinn  sshhoowwiinngg  uuss  tthhaatt  hhoommeelleessssnneessss  iiss  aa  ppeerrvvaassiivvee  

ssoocciiaall  pprroobblleemm  ((iiff  wwee  ddiidd  nnoott  aallrreeaaddyy  kknnooww  tthhiiss))  aanndd  ccaann  eevveenn  bbeeggiinn  ttoo  hheellpp  uuss  iiddeennttiiffyy  ssoommee  ooff  

tthhee  rroooottss  ooff  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  rreeaassoonnss  wwhhyy  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  rreeppoorrtt  bbeeiinngg  hhoommeelleessss..  AAtt  tthhee  

ssaammee  ttiimmee,,  tthheessee  ssttuuddiieess  ccaannnnoott  eexxpplliiccaattee  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ooff  hhoommeelleessssnneessss  aanndd  ffoorrcceedd  

mmiiggrraattiioonn  oorr  ccaammppaaiiggnnss  ooff  ssoocciiaall  cclleeaannssiinngg..  TThheessee  ssttuuddiieess  ccaann  aanndd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  uusseedd  ttoo  ccoonnssttrruucctt  

tthhee  hhoommeelleessss  tthheemmsseellvveess  aass  tthhee  pprroobblleemm..  FFoorr  iinnssttaannccee  oonn  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  tthheessee  ssttuuddiieess,,  

ssoocciiaall  ppoolliiccyy  aannaallyyssttss  aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooffffiicciiaallss  hhaavvee  aarrgguueedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  hhoommeelleessss  aarree  llaarrggeellyy  ppeeooppllee  

wwhhoo  aarree  ‗‗mmeennttaallllyy  iillll‘‘  oorr  aarree  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  ddeevviiaannccee  aanndd  ccrriimmiinnaalliittyy..  MMaannyy  ooff  tthheessee  ssttuuddiieess  

ddeennyy  aaggeennccyy  ttoo  tthhee  hhoommeelleessss  aanndd  ppoorrttrraayy  tthheemm  aass  iinn  nneeeedd  ooff  ootthheerr  ppeeooppllee‘‘ss  ‗‗hheellpp..‘‘  TThhee  ssoocciiaall  

rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  ‗‗hheellpp‘‘  ccaann  bbee  aannootthheerr  ssiittee  ooff  oopppprreessssiioonn  aanndd  mmaarrggiinnaalliizzaattiioonn  ssyysstteemmaattiiccaallllyy  

ddiisseemmppoowweerriinngg  ppeeooppllee  lliivviinngg  iinn  ppoovveerrttyy..      
 

Mainstream studies, as mentioned earlier, are often used to separate homelessness from the 

broader social relations through which homelessness is socially organized, and especially to 

separate questions of homelessness from class relations and struggles. These studies do not 

produce knowledge for the homeless or for groups like the Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 

(OCAP) that are organizing people living in poverty as a social movement.
54

 They do not begin 

to map out the social relations of struggle so that activists/organizers can sort out where to exert 

pressure to get results in addressing the needs of the homeless.
55

  

 

To resist these pressures and to transform these relations of research we need to actively struggle 

against these professional, disciplinary, and funding regulations by starting from and building 

vibrant and direct connections with communities and movements. In relation to communities 

given the previous discussion we need to relate to the most oppressed groups within communities 
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and to community activists and organizers and not fall into relating only to ‗community leaders‘ 

or those who stand in an administrative relation to their communities able to speak for these 

‗communities.‘ We need to have our research grounded and defined from within networks of 

activists and organizers. Central to this is a continuous  struggle against the standard ‗from 

above‘ relations of research and knowledge production.  

 
TToowwaarrddss  nneeww  rreellaattiioonnss  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  ccoollllaabboorraattiioonn//ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  

  

TThhiiss  rreeqquuiirreess  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  ccoommmmuunniittyy--bbaasseedd  ffoorrmmss  ooff  kknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhrroouugghh  ccaattaallyyzziinngg,,  

ffaacciilliittaattiinngg  aanndd  nnuurrttuurriinngg  iittss  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..  CCoommmmuunniittyy  aaccttiivviissttss  aanndd  oorrggaanniizzeerrss  ((ssoommee  ooff  wwhhoomm  

wwiillll  aallssoo  bbee  aaccttiivviisstt  uunniivveerrssiittyy  bbaasseedd  rreesseeaarrcchheerrss))  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  tthhee  aaccttiivvee  ssuubbjjeeccttss  aanndd  ddeeffiinneerrss  

ooff  tthhiiss  rreesseeaarrcchh..  AA  mmaajjoorr  ffooccuuss  mmuusstt  bbee  oonn  ddeevveellooppiinngg  tthheeiirr  sskkiillllss  aanndd  ccaappaacciittiieess  iinn  aa  ffaasshhiioonn  

aauuttoonnoommoouuss  ffrroomm  uunniivveerrssiittyy--bbaasseedd  rreesseeaarrcchh..  

  

TThhiiss  iinnvvoollvveess  aaccttiivveellyy  rreessiissttiinngg  tthhee  pprraaccttiicceess  ooff  aaccaaddeemmiicc  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaalliizzaattiioonn  wwhhiicchh  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy  

aarree  mmooddiiffiieedd  aarree  aallssoo  eexxtteennddeedd  iinn  tthhee  SSSSHHRRCC//CCUURRAA  rreesseeaarrcchh  rreellaattiioonn..  TThhiiss  rreesseeaarrcchh  iiss  nnoott  

mmeerreellyy  aaccaaddeemmiicc  aanndd  tthhiiss  rreeqquuiirreess  cchhaalllleennggiinngg  tthhee  ccllaassss,,  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall,,  aanndd  ddiisscciipplliinnaarryy  pprraaccttiicceess  

ooff  tthhee  aaccaaddeemmiicc  wwoorrlldd,,  aanndd  tthhee  wwaayyss  tthhiiss  iiss  ttiieedd  iinnttoo  ssttaattee  rreellaattiioonnss..
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  IInnsstteeaadd  tthhiiss  rreeqquuiirreess  

ddeevveellooppiinngg  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  ooff  rreessppeecctt,,  ddiiggnniittyy,,  aaccccoouunnttaabbiilliittyy  aanndd  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  bbeettwweeeenn  uunniivveerrssiittyy  

bbaasseedd  rreesseeaarrcchheerrss  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  mmoovveemmeenntt  bbaasseedd  rreesseeaarrcchheerrss,,  aaccttiivviissttss  aanndd  oorrggaanniizzeerrss..  FFoorr  

uunniivveerrssiittyy--bbaasseedd  rreesseeaarrcchheerrss  tthhiiss  iinnvvoollvveess  ggiivviinngg  uupp  oouurr  ppoossiittiioonnss  aass  tthhee  ‗‗eexxppeerrttss‘‘  aanndd  rreeqquuiirreess  

lleeaarrnniinngg  aa  rreesseeaarrcchh  ppoolliittiiccss  ooff  lliisstteenniinngg  aanndd  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  aasskkiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss  ((aa  ddiiaallooggiiccaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  

pprraaccttiiccee))  wwiitthh  aa  ccoonnssttaanntt  ooppeennnneessss  ttoo  bbeeiinngg  ttrraannssffoorrmmeedd  bbyy  oouurr  eennccoouunntteerrss  wwiitthh  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthheessee  

ccoommmmuunniittiieess  aanndd  mmoovveemmeennttss..      
 

RReesseeaarrcchh,,  oorrggaanniizziinngg  aanndd  aaccttiivviissmm  

 
Community knowledge mobilization from below rejects the standard separation of theory and 

practice. It is research that is about practice or action and not just ideas or theory. It is attempting 

to mobilize knowledge to change the world – in this situation challenging homelessness, poverty 

and colonization. It is in organizing for change that we learn more about how the social relations 

through which these problems are put together are organized and how they can be transformed.
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Greater knowledge of how the problems we are up against are socially organized leads to more 

grounded and effective forms of activism and organizing. This is an activist practice of research 

and theory generation, that is it is research that is at the very same time organizing and activism. 

This way of doing research is at the very same time about actively fighting poverty, 

homelessness, and racism. It therefore involves supporting the raise the social assistance and 

minimum wage rates campaign, opposing the slashing of the special diet supplement for people 

on social assistance,
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 supporting campaigns for quality and non-stigmatizing social housing, and 

support for the Treaty and land rights and other struggles of the indigenous peoples. 

 

OOnnee  ppoossssiibbllee  oobbjjeeccttiivvee::  rreesseeaarrcchh//aaccttiioonn  tteeaammss  iinn  eeaacchh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ffoorr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  bbaasseedd  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  pprroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  oorrggaanniizziinngg..    

  

Along with the various forms of research and organizing that will come out of the research 

project on Poverty, Homelessness and Migration it is important that we commit ourselves to 
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producing in all the communities we are working with and connected to community-based 

research/action teams that will continue to exist after the research project is over. Their objective 

will be to produce knowledge and organizing for communities and movements and not for the 

university world. This will develop the skills and capacities for continuing community 

knowledge mobilization from below and create the basis for continuing resistance to research 

based regulation and appropriation from above coming from the university world and such 

bodies as SSHRC. This builds on and magnifies the already existing research capacities and 

knowledge formation in many communities that needs to be extended. This will create better 

conditions for community-based activists and organizers to continue to produce knowledge for 

naming and understanding their social worlds which is at the same time the transformation of 

these social worlds.  

 

In concluding as Marx once wrote about the need to bring theory and practice together: ―The 

philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various ways; the point is to change it.‖
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